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Mainframe system had been used until 2005 

More analysis on the data 

Easy to reach the data 

Easy dissemination (reports) 

Save time 

Easy to learn 

Using SQL in addition to SAS language 

User friendly 

Easy connection to other databases 

 .. .. .. 

Why SAS? 
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“ Architecture? 

 
SAS Server 

Dissemination  
database 

Institutional  
database 

Production 
database 
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Two main projects were developed in SAS 

by Turkstat 

 

SASVUP (For data processing) 

 

SASDAGITIM (For data dissemination) 

Program developed 
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Data Processing 

SASVUP 
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Oracle Connection / Parameters 
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 Transfer of data 

 Auto correction of certain codes 

 Transformation of Codes 

 New statistical column (SPC, 

flags for incorrect transactions, 

etc) 

 Validity checks of all Codes 

 Checks for duplicate records 

 Report on data received 

 Report on code errors 

 Report on auto 

corrections/transformations 

 

Data Transfer & Code Errors 



Turkish Statistical Institute 

 

External Trade Statistics Group 15.01.2013 9 

 Calculation of Statistical Value in € and TL 

 

 Using daily exchange rates,  

 calculating the Turkish Liras and Euro 

 

 Reporting analysis tables 

 Time series analysis tables 

 Analysis tables for current month 

 

Analysis tables for preliminary 

checks 

Analysis 
Tables 
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 Credibility checks 

 Flag for error types 

 Decompose implausible / all 

transactions 

Credibility Checks/ Detailed Tables 

Unit value per KG (UVkg) 

Min(UVkg) ≤ Median of (UVkg) ≤ 

Max(UVkg) 

Unit value per unit (UVUnit) 

Min(UVUnit) ≤ Median of (UVUnit) ≤ 

Max(UVUnit) 

KG per unit (KGUnit) 

Min(KGUnit) ≤ Median of (KGUnit) ≤ 

Max(KGUnit) 
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Tables to be controlled by Staff 
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Corrections 

 Asking to Customs 

 

 Asking to Trader 

 

 Experience 



Turkish Statistical Institute 

 

External Trade Statistics Group 15.01.2013 13 

Dissemination 
 

 Monthly data are published as News Release within 30-31 

days after reference month 

 Hard Copy & Electronic on www.turkstat.gov.tr 

 Teletext pages, 

 Voice Response System, 

 SMS (3737) 

 Intranet database (Discoverer/SAS), 

 Internet (database /excel tables), 

 Foreign Trade Statistics Yearbook  

 (Hard Copy/CD-Rom) 

http://www.turkstat.gov.tr/
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Dissemination 



Turkish Statistical Institute 

 

External Trade Statistics Group 15.01.2013 15 

Dissemination on Web Static 
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Dissemination on WEB Dynamic 
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Data Sets for Specific Users 
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 In 2005, ETS Staff developed cooperation with IT 

Dep. 

 We don’t depend on IT Department 

 Improving the data quality 

 Shorten dissemination period from 60 to 30 days 

 Shorten to prepare user’s requests 

 

Conclusions/Recommendations 
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Thank you for your attention! 


