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101.  On balance, the seven-day reference period, which has long been used in most
countries for both censuses and surveys, seems the most useful one. The recommended
reference period for “employment” is the seven days prior to the Census enumeration day.
This is obviously the closest short period. However, some countries prefer to use the calendar
week prior to enumeration day as they find respondents relate better to a fixed calendar
period. When using the calendar week approach, the exact starting and ending day should be
given, e.g., as from Monday to Sunday last week. The use of either the previous seven days '
ot the calendar week should be included in any pre-testing for the census. It is particularly
useful to apply the same period for the census as for the national labour force surveys, for
comparability purposes (within reasonable limits).
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